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Pre Project Floodplain Limits   
)The original Albuquerque West Levee was built in the 1930s with spoils excavated during construction of the Albuquerque Riverside Drain. As an "un-engineered" levee, it no longer met federal flood-control standards and could not be certified as providing flood protection to the land west of the levee. Therefore, in the fall of 2008, the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) issued new floodplain maps, adding approximately 2,700 acres to the effective floodplain, impacting approximately 1,700 properties in Albuquerque’s south valley. In addition, the facility needed to meet stringent new standards developed in the wake of Hurricane Katrina. The Middle Rio Grande Conservancy District (MRGCD), concerned about the risk of flooding in the area, the increased burden of flood insurance for its constituents, and the complexity of the new requirements, asked Bohannan Huston, Inc. (BHI) to help with a solution. 
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Post Project Floodplain Limits
)BHI worked with the MRGCD to design and construct a reconstructed levee that meets updated FEMA levee certification requirements, allows removal of the approximately 2,700 acres from the floodplain, and eliminates the need for flood insurance for its constituents. The project brings many economic and social benefits to the area, including preventing a potential flooding disaster.

image1.jpeg
1 Pre Project Floodplain Limits





image2.jpeg




