
Integrated Water Planning:  Integrated Water Planning:  
a Western Statesa Western States’’ PerspectivePerspective

May 13, 2009May 13, 2009

By Craig BellBy Craig Bell



2006 Water Report2006 Water Report

The six major sections of the WGA Water Report The six major sections of the WGA Water Report 
are:are:

1.1. Water Policy and GrowthWater Policy and Growth
2.2. Water to Meet Future DemandsWater to Meet Future Demands
3.3. Water Infrastructure Needs and Strategies for Water Infrastructure Needs and Strategies for 

Meeting ThemMeeting Them
4.4. Resolution of Indian Water RightsResolution of Indian Water Rights
5.5. Climate Change ImpactsClimate Change Impacts
6.6. Protecting Aquatic Species under the ESAProtecting Aquatic Species under the ESA



2008 Water Report 2008 Water Report -- ““Next StepsNext Steps””

WSWC should enter into a formal agreement to:WSWC should enter into a formal agreement to:
Create a Create a ““Western States Federal Agency Western States Federal Agency 
Support TeamSupport Team””

comprised of reps of federal agenciescomprised of reps of federal agencies

Create a WSWC Create a WSWC ““liaison positionliaison position””
to facilitate collaborationto facilitate collaboration



ForewordForeword

The Western GovernorThe Western Governor’’s Association should:s Association should:
Urge Congress to require federal water resource Urge Congress to require federal water resource 
agencies to include:agencies to include:

““Integrated Water Resources Planning and Integrated Water Resources Planning and 
AssistanceAssistance”” as part of their mission as part of their mission 

GoalsGoals
Change way water planning is conductedChange way water planning is conducted
Reduce inefficienciesReduce inefficiencies



Federal agencies should use state water plans:Federal agencies should use state water plans:
To help determine national water policy and To help determine national water policy and 
priorities that best align federal agency support to priorities that best align federal agency support to 
statesstates
Inform decision making regarding regional water Inform decision making regarding regional water 
issuesissues

State Water PlansState Water Plans



Water Planning & ManagementWater Planning & Management

Federal agencies with long range water supply planning Federal agencies with long range water supply planning 
responsibilities should:responsibilities should:

Work in cooperation with states to help communities Work in cooperation with states to help communities 
developdevelop

Drought preparedness plansDrought preparedness plans
Drought contingency plansDrought contingency plans
Establish or enhance federal reservoir drought contingency Establish or enhance federal reservoir drought contingency 
plansplans
Be visible and engaged in all droughtBe visible and engaged in all drought--related forums.related forums.



Water Infrastructure Needs & StrategiesWater Infrastructure Needs & Strategies
Water and Wastewater TreatmentWater and Wastewater Treatment

Encourage private and public/private financial Encourage private and public/private financial 
partnershipspartnerships
All levels of government should cooperate in All levels of government should cooperate in 
development and implementation of criteria for development and implementation of criteria for 
prioritizingprioritizing

infrastructure needsinfrastructure needs
asset management strategiesasset management strategies
policiespolicies
standardsstandards
techniquestechniques
technologiestechnologies
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