
3001, Inc. 
AMEC Earth & 

Environmental, Inc. 
ARCADIS 

Armag Corporation 
Barge Waggoner Sumner 

Cannon, Inc. 
Bay West, Inc. 

Baysinger Design Group, Inc. 
Black & Veatch Special 

Projects Corporation 
Burgess & Niple, Inc. 

Cape Environmental Mgmt. Ltd. 
Carter & Burgess, Inc. 

CH2M Hill, Inc. 
Chase Environmental Group, Inc. 

Cornerstone Engineering, Inc. 
DataChem Laboratories, Inc. 
EA Engineering Science & 

Technology, Inc. 
Earth Tech, Inc. 

EMH&T Engineers 
EnSafe, Inc. 

Environmental Chemical Corp. 
EQ/Environmental Quality 

Management, Inc. 
Erdman Anthony & Associates 

Fuller, Mossbarger, Scott & May 
Engineers, Inc. 

GAI Consultants Inc. 
Gannett Fleming, Inc. 
GRW Engineers, Inc. 

H.C. Nutting Company 
HNTB Corporation 

Horner & Shifrin, Inc. 
HydroGeoLogic, Inc. 

JACOBS 
KBR 

Kowalekno Consulting 
Group, Inc. 

KZF/BWSC, A Joint Venture 
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NEWS FROM THE POST PRESIDENT . . . 
 
Although the warm weather may be beckoning you 

outside, please take a moment to stay in touch with our 
very active Post.  Once again, we have a tremendous 
amount of good news to share with our Kentuckiana Post 
members! 

 
National Conference: 

The 2007 Joint Engineer Education and Training 
Conference and Expo was held in Philadelphia the first 
week of May.  The Kentuckiana Post was well-
represented.  In addition to several sustaining members, 
the following Post Board members attended: 

 
Past President Steve Bickel 
1st Vice President Clay Kelly 
Director at Large Frank Terak 
 

And Committee Chairs: 
 
COL Jeff Ogden 
Mickey Jones 
Tammy Dean 
Kim Johnson 
Anne Black 
 
As SAME President Lt. Gen. Carl Strock, PE, stated, “This unique annual 

event provides our Society with unparalleled opportunities to understand and 
address the needs of our military engineers.” 

 
Post Awards: 

At the Post Awards Breakfast during the National Conference, Posts were 
recognized for achieving the goals established through the various streamer 
criteria.  Continuing our excellent reputation as a national leader, the 
Kentuckiana Post was recognized as successfully achieving the following six 
streamers: Small Businesses noted in Red 
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Lawhon & Associates, Inc. 
LJB, Inc. 

Louisville & Jefferson County 
Metropolitan Sewer District 

Luckett & Farley 
Architects, Engineers & 
Construction Managers 

Lusk Mechanical 
Contractors, Inc. 

MACTEC Engineering 
and Consulting 

Mascaro Construction Co., L.P. 
Michael Baker Corporation/ 

Michael Baker Jr. Inc. 
Mindel Scott & Associates, Inc. 

MKM Engineers, Inc. 
MWH Americas, Inc 

Northview Enterprises 
O’Brien & Gere Limited 
Palmer Engineering Co. 

Parsons Corporation 
Parsons Brinckerhoff 

PEER Consultants, P.C. 
Plexus Scientific Corp. 
Prime Engineering & 

Architecture, Inc. 
Professional Environmental 

Engineers, Inc. 
Qk4 Architecture Engineering 

Construction 
R.W. Armstrong & 

Associates, Inc. 
Science Applications 

International Corporation 
Shaw Group, Inc. 

Shook Construction 
Specialty Earth Sciences, LLC 

Stanley Consultants, Inc. 
Strand Associates, Inc. 

Terraine, Inc. 
Tetra Tech, Inc. 

The Mason & Hanger 
Group, Inc. 

Third Rock Consultants, LLC 
TJC Engineering, Inc. 

URS Corporation 
Vaughn & Melton Consulting 

Engineers 
WESTON Solutions, Inc. 

Wight & Company 
Woolpert, Inc. 
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SUSTAINING MEMBER FIRMS 

Small Businesses noted in Red 

NEWS FROM THE PRESIDENT . . .          Continued 
 
• Membership 
• Education and Training 
• National Security Programs (with Distinction) 
• Outreach and Communication  (with Distinction) 
• Relationships Recognition 
• Distinguished Post 
 
Because of the hard work of many Post members, Kentuckiana was 

recognized as a Distinguished Post.  On behalf of our Post, our sincere 
appreciation goes out to the following individuals for their hard work in putting 
the streamer submittals together. 

Steve Bickel Marilyn Lewis  COL Jeff Ogden Frank Terak. 
  

Colonel Jeff Ogden Promoted: 
On Friday, 20 April 2007 it was my distinct honor to preside over a 

promotion ceremony for our very own COL Jeff Ogden.  While serving as the 
Deputy Commander of the Louisville District Army Corps of Engineers, 
COL Ogden has been very active in our Posts, currently serving as the Fort Knox 
Committee Co-Chair.  In addition to his promotion to full colonel, COL Ogden 
will now become the Deputy Garrison Commander for MILCON Transformation 
at Fort Knox.  We look forward to continuing our work with COL Ogden through 
both Corps and SAME activities and wish him all the best as he continues to 
achieve success. 

 
May Luncheon to Focus on Students’ Achievements: 

Please join us on Tuesday, 15 May 2007 at the University of Louisville’s 
Alumni Club for a very special annual event.  Once again, the fruits of our Post’s 
efforts will be apparent as we award five $3,000 scholarships to very deserving 
engineering students.  In addition, one of our SAME Construction Camp 
participants from 2006 will share his camp experience. 

In addition, please note the article that highlights Ken Besser, and  join us on 
Thursday, 31 May as we honor him as he enters retirement following a 
distinguished career with the Louisville District, and many years of service to the 
Kentuckiana Post.   

Thank you all for your inspiring support of the Kentuckiana Post, SAME and 
our nation.  As we saw first-hand during our time in Philadelphia, a city full of 
icons of our proud American heritage, it is through collaborative efforts that our 
country will continue to be a symbol of hope to those who aspire to be free. 

All the best.  
Ray Midkiff, COL, USA 

Post President, KP-SAME 



SUMMARY OF APRIL GENERAL MEETING . . . 
 
The April meeting of the Kentuckiana Post of SAME was held Tuesday, 

17 April 2007 in the Cafeteria Meeting Room at the Mazzoli Federal Building.  
Forty-one (41) members and guests were in attendance.  1st Vice President Clay 
Kelly opened the meeting, welcomed everyone, and led the group in the Pledge 
of Allegiance and invocation.  Addressing the business of the Post; 1st Vice 
President Kelly stated that the March meeting minutes were published in the 
newsletter and asked for any corrections. 

1st Vice President Clay Kelly began announcements with the news that 
Colonel Jeff Ogden was recently assigned to the position of Deputy Garrison 
Commander for Transformation at Fort Knox and a promotion ceremony for 
COL Ogden would be held in the cafeteria at 11:00 on Friday, 20 April.  1st Vice 
President Kelly also announced that Ken Besser, PE, will be retiring on Sunday, 
3 June with a reception to be held in his honor on Thursday, 31 May in Room 
856 of the Federal Building.  In closing he noted the upcoming May Post 
meeting will be a luncheon to recognize the SAME scholarship recipients, to be 
held at the University of Louisville University Club and requiring all attendees 
to make reservations in advance. 

Programs Co-Chair Gerard Edelen introduced the guest speaker, Mike 
Saffran, with the Louisville District USACE.  Mr. Saffran served as Assistant 
Director for Task Force Hope during the two months immediately following 
Hurricane Katrina and later went on to serve as project manager for the 
restoration efforts in the fall of 2006.  Mr. Saffran’s topic was “Restoration and 
Improvement of the Southeast Louisiana Hurricane Protection System”. 

Mr. Saffran explained that the 350-mile protection system in the New 
Orleans area is really a dam system, since most of the area lies below sea level 
with an interior drainage priority and a network of pumps required to pump out 
all rainfall within the area, leaving the area vulnerable to large-scale events.  
Hurricane Katrina was rated a Category 5 strength hurricane when it was less 
than 12 hours away from landfall and generated a powerful storm surge, even 
though it was later downgraded to a Category 3 hurricane by landfall.  As a 
result of the surge, 41 miles of the existing dam/levee system received 
significant damage resulting in severe flooding in 75 percent of the populated 
areas in and around New Orleans. 

Mr. Saffran discussed the lessons learned in the aftermath.  The IPET 
Forensic Investigations determined that the existing system had not been 
designed to withstand the overtopping and erosion that occurred on the backside 
of the levees causing undermining of the walls.  Also there was some ignorance 
of the amount of regional subsidence that had occurred in the area.  One 
immediate recommendation was to provide erosion protection on the backside of 
the levees. 

Additionally, there were levee wall breaches along three canals (designed 
and implemented before the current hurricane protection system was 

Continued 
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SUMMARY OF APRIL GENERAL MEETING . . .           Continued 
 

put in place) running from Lake Pontchartrain to the heart of the city.  At the 
time of construction the Corps wanted closure structures at the end of the canals 
instead of walls around the canals; however, local authorities were more 
concerned about interior protection from the more frequent rainfall events.  The 
levee walls did not perform as designed and failures occurred on two of the three 
canals.  Other problems included pump station flooding, the inability to deliver 
materials to seal the breaches, and problems with failures occurring at transition 
points between the earthen and concrete sections of the levees. 

Mr. Saffran summarized that the “bottom line” was that it had been a 
“protection system” in name only as there were five separately authorized 
projects in the New Orleans area, with not a lot of thought going into how the 
five projects would work together.  He concluded his presentation by showing 
pictures of improvements being implemented including “T” walls to replace “I” 
walls. 

1st Vice President Kelly thanked Mr. Saffran for his time and informative 
address and presented him with a token of appreciation from the Kentuckiana 
Post.  In closing, attendees were again reminded the next General Meeting for 
the Kentuckiana Post is scheduled for Tuesday, 15 May at the University of 
Louisville University Club.                                

Janet S. Skees, PE 
Post Secretary 
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SUMMARY OF APRIL POST BOARD MEETING . . . 
 
The Board met Tuesday, 17 April 2007 in Room 709 of the Mazzoli Federal 

Building. 1st Vice President Clay Kelly chaired the meeting. Introductions were 
made due to several new members on the board. 

The Secretary noted that the minutes of the 7 February 2007 meeting had 
been circulated to the Board by electronic mail. Comments had been received  
and incorporated into the minutes. A motion was made and seconded to approve 
the minutes as circulated. Motion passed. The roster of Post Officers and 
Committee Chairs was circulated for updates. 

The Treasurer, John Allison reported that $3,724.82 is currently the balance 
of the Post checking account, with no outstanding bills. The Treasurer noted that 
there has been a problem with the electronic transfer of Post dues from National 
to the Post account. Since the transition to electronic transfers was instituted, the 
Post is not getting Post dues deposited. The Treasurer stated that there should be 
between $1,000 and $1,500 additional funds from dues to be deposited.  A 
motion was made and seconded to approve the Treasurer’s Report. Motion 
passed. 
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SUMMARY OF APRIL POST BOARD MEETING . . .    Continued 
 

President’s Report 
 
1st Vice President Kelly reviewed President Colonel Midkiff’s focus areas, as 

presented in the newsletter: 
• Small Business – Promote small businesses and continue with the 

small business workshop event. 
• Ft. Knox Post – Support the post with COL Jeff Ogden and Rick 

Fagan serving on the Ft. Knox Committee. In July, COL Ogden will 
be the Deputy Garrison Commander for Transformation at Ft. Knox. 
(Mention was made of COL Ogden’s formal promotion to Colonel 
ceremony to be held Friday, 20 April at 11:00 in the Federal Building 
Cafeteria.) 

• Interacting with other posts in the region – 1st Vice President Kelly 
reported that he has been approached by individuals wanting to start a 
Smoky Mountain Post near Oak Ridge, Tennessee. 

• Membership growth 
 

Committee Reports 
 

Clay Kelly reported that he has transitioned the Scholarship Committee to 
Veronica Rife and Erin Hall, who have asked that applications that have been 
sent to graders be returned. 

Tony Marconi reporting for the Education and Mentoring Fund Committee 
noted the balance of the fund as of the end of Quarter 3 of FY07 (31 March 
2007) is $588,527. This was after distribution of the recent grants. $11,000 had 
been approved for grants; however, the Bataan Memorial Death March grant of 
$750 was not distributed. The group did not accept the grant because they did 
not have enough money to proceed with their involvement in the event. Sunday, 
15 July is the next grant award date, but there are no outstanding requests. Tony 
reported that the Fund is still growing because the Vanguard fund and CD’s are 
doing well. 

Gerard Edelen reported for the Programs Committee. 
• The April meeting will feature Mike Saffran speaking on “Restoration 

and Improvement of the Hurricane Protection System in New Orleans”. 
• The May meeting will be for presenting the Post scholarships to their 

recipients. Gerard indicated that it is important to get an accurate count of 
those who plan to attend the May meeting because there will be a buffet 
set up at the U of L University Club for lunch. Information for making 
reservations will be in the newsletter. 

• The program for the June meeting will be a presentation by Burgess & 
Niple on surveying using High Density Laser Scanning technology. 

• In July, there may be a tour of the construction at McAlpine Locks & 
Dam. Only 30 can tour the site at a time; therefore, there could be a need 
to break into groups. It may be possible to present a program  
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SUMMARY OF APRIL POST BOARD MEETING . . .    Continued 
 

in the Federal Building followed by the tour. Carpooling to McAlpine 
will likely be necessary due to limited parking space at the locks. 

• In August, there is some interest in a meeting at Ft. Knox. 
• The golf outing may be moved to September or October this year 

because it has been so hot in July, typically. 
 
Reporting for the Young Members Committee, Rosemary Gilbertson said the 

committee wants to support the Portland Promise Center as a community 
outreach by providing a surveyor to perform a boundary survey of a property 
that has been acquired for building a small business incubator. She said they 
need one day of a licensed surveyor to work with students sometime during the 
next few weeks. Rosemary reported that the Governor’s Scholar program at the 
end of June will receive a grant from the Post to pay for SAME portfolios and 
food for the students. She said that one of the past Governor’s Scholars is now 
an engineering student and has applied for an SAME scholarship. 

Frank Terak reporting for the National Security Committee stated that there 
are new requirements for the National Security streamer. Frank said he would 
coordinate with Pete Johnson and COL Ogden to make sure they are aware of 
the new streamer requirements and they can share ideas. 

1st Vice President Kelly reported for the Student Chapter Liaison. He said 
that Don Basham, who is now retired from the USACE, has expressed an 
interest in working with the U of L student chapter. He also stated that the Post 
sent two students to the SAME National Student Conference in Denver. 1st Vice 
President Kelly said that the upcoming May meeting of the Post, which will be 
at U of L, would be an ideal time to have students summarize their chapter 
activities. Although there was a joint KSPE/SAME meeting in March hosted by 
the students at the University of Louisville, there was not a large representation 
of SAME members since the Post’s regular meeting was the following week. 

Reporting for the Small Business Committee, Anne Black said that the 
committee has met; and the focus has been on conducting another small business 
workshop this year. 

Troy Mays reporting for the Web Site Committee noted that all the main 
portions of the site are up to date but some loose ends need to be cleaned up, 
including updated information on Board membership, Sustaining Members, etc., 
that he needs to receive from others. 

1st Vice President Kelly reported that the Newsletter Committee continues to 
do a fine job and the newsletter is very strong. 

Kristen Crumpton reported for the Membership Committee. She said she is 
still having trouble getting numbers for individual memberships from National 
since their system is not fully functional. She reported that the Post was awarded 
the 2006 streamer for membership based on no net loss of sustaining member 
firms. The 2006 award did not consider individual members. However, in 2007, 
the award will be based on no net loss of individual memberships.  
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KEN BESSER’S RETIREMENT FROM THE 
LOUISVILLE DISTRICT . . . 

 
Please join Louisville District staff and KP-SAME members in honoring 

Mr. Kenneth J. Besser, PE, FSAME, who is retiring after 35 years of service 
with the Corps of Engineers, Louisville District.  A retirement reception will be 
held for Ken on Thursday, 31 May 2007 from 1:00 – 3:00 p.m. in Room 856 of 
the Mazzoli Federal Building. 

Ken has been a dedicated employee of the Louisville District since receiving 
his Masters in Civil Engineering from the University of Louisville Speed 
Scientific School in 1973.  Ken has served in a variety of leadership positions 
during his career, and some of these include: Chief, Information Management 
Branch; Chief, Engineering Management Branch; Acting Chief, Contracting 
Division; and Chief, Cost Engineering Section.  Throughout his career Ken 
demonstrated an exceptionally high standard for caring leadership, integrity, 
customer focus, and dedication to his staff. 

Ken joined SAME in 1991, and he has willingly and effectively served in 
many Kentuckiana Post positions.  Ken has been a member of the  

Kenneth J. Besser, PE, 
FSAME 

Chief, Engineering 
Management, USACE 

SUMMARY OF APRIL POST BOARD MEETING . . .    Continued 
 
And in 2008, they will return to counting both sustaining member firms and 

individuals, and will add the counting of sustaining member firm representatives. 
Kristen stated that new members aren’t receiving emails from the Post. She 
believes this is because National isn’t getting their information forwarded to the 
Post. She will coordinate with Richard Petty for adding new members to the 
distribution list as she receives contact information.  
 
New Business 

1st Vice President Kelly stated that Directors are assigned oversight of the 
streamers. 

1st Vice President Kelly said the Post needs to track member involvement 
with Math Counts. 2nd Vice President Marilyn Lewis indicated that this 
information is being logged. 

1st Vice President Kelly stated that the national conference is to be held from 
30 April through 4 May. He said several members from the Kentuckiana Post 
will be in attendance, including himself, Frank Terak, Steve Bickel, David Dale, 
Dave Servis, Ryan Tinsley, and COL Jeff Ogden. 

In closing, 1st Vice President Kelly mentioned that Board meetings have 
been moved to the same day as the regular membership meetings (in even 
months) for the convenience of those who travel. 

The next Board meeting date is scheduled for Tuesday, 19 June 2007 
preceding the proposed general membership meeting. 

Janet S. Skees, PE 
Post Secretary 
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NOTE FROM PAST PRESIDENT HANS PROBST ... 
 

SAME Ohio Valley Post Presidents 
 

The following would be of interest to many of your post members, and serve 
as support for the forces carrying out the Global War On Terror mission.  This 
year marks the 65th Anniversary of the Seabees.  See Seabee Anniversary Flyer 
attached at the end of your newsletter.  Ooh-rah! 

Hans Probst, PE 
CAPT, CEC, USN 

Commander, 30NCR (Rear) 

KEN BESSER’S RETIREMENT FROM THE LOUISVILLE 
DISTRICT . . .            Continued 

 
Board of Directors since 1994.  He was the Operations Committee Co-Chair  
when the Post hosted its first SAME National Education and Training 
conference in 1996.  The conference was a success, and the proceeds enabled the 
Post to establish a meaningful student scholarship program.  In 1997 Ken 
became a founding member of the Post Scholarship Committee, and he also 
served as 2nd Vice President during 1997-1998.  Ken again volunteered for a 
significant leadership position as Conference Co-Chair  when the Post hosted its 
second National Education and Training Conference in 2005.  Again the 
Conference was a success, and net proceeds significantly increased the Post 
Education and Mentoring Fund value; thereby ensuring its long term 
sustainability.  Ken, who currently serves as a Senior Advisor on the Education 
and Mentoring Fund Committee, deserves credit for the Kentuckiana Post’s 
ability to support engineering education and other worthy endeavors through 
scholarships and grants. 

Ken’s honors include two Regional Vice President’s medals, and the 
Kentuckiana Post 2005 Outstanding Service Award.  In addition, the Society 
bestows the designation of Fellow to those members who have given dedicated 
and outstanding service to SAME.  The Post nominated Ken for this distinction 
in 2004, and the Society’s Board of Direction approved the nomination.  Ken 
was inducted into the Academy of Fellows on 9 November, 2004. 

Ken’s future plans include improving his golf game, “handy man stuff” 
around the home, extra time with his wife Bernie, and a summer off, something 
he has not enjoyed for about 45 years.   We appreciate everything Ken has done 
for the Kentuckiana Post, and we wish him the best in his future endeavors.  
Again, please join his friends and co-workers to celebrate his accomplishments 
and wish him a long and happy retirement. Congratulations, Ken – good luck, 
and God speed! 

Stephen Bickel, PS, PLS 
Past President, KP-SAME 
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MAY MEETING: 
 

When:  Tuesday, 15 May 2007 
 
Topic:  2007 Scholarship Presentations 
 
Location: University Club, 
  University of Louisville 
   
Time:  11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
 
Cost:  $17.00 for Post Members, 
  $7.00 for Students 
 
RSVP:  Must RSVP No Later Than 
  Tuesday, 8 May 2007 
  Brittany Ford at 502-315-6311 
  or by email; 
 Brittany.N.Ford@lrl02.usace.army.mil 

 
 
  Directions: I-65 from North  -  Take the "Arthur Street" exit 
  and follow the ramp past Lee Street to Brandeis. Turn right onto 
  Brandeis and follow it through the railroad underpass (at this 
  point the name changes to "Cardinal Blvd"). Go through the light 
  after the underpass and take the next left into the U of L campus. 
  Turn left at the stop sign (you'll see the visitor's booth ahead of 
  you) and follow that until you see the University Club directly 
  ahead of you. Go around the circle and park in the parking lot on 
  the left side of the University Club. 
 
  I-65 from South  -  Take the second "Eastern Parkway" exit and 
  you will come to a stop sign at the bottom of the ramp. Go 
  through the stop sign onto Warnock and you will immediately 
  come to another stop sign at Crittenden Dr. Turn left onto 
  Crittenden and continue until it ends at Bradley Dr. Turn left onto 
  Bradley and continue to its end at Brandeis. Turn left onto 
  Brandeis and follow it under the interstate and then through the 
  railroad underpass (at this point the name changes to "Cardinal 
  Blvd"). Go through the light after the underpass and take the next 
  left into the U of L campus. Turn left at the stop sign (you'll see 
  the visitor's booth ahead of you) and follow that until you see the
  University Club directly ahead of you. Go around the circle and 
  park in the parking lot on the left side of the University Club. 
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KENTUCKIANA POST, SAME BOARD 2007 
 

President: COL Raymond G. Midkiff     (502) 315-6103 raymond.g.midkiff@lrl02.usace.army.mil 
1st Vice President: Mr. D. Clay Kelly, PE    (502) 583-7020 clay.kelly@strand.com 
2nd Vice President: Ms. Marilyn W. Lewis, PE    (502) 315-6300 marilyn.w.lewis@lrl02.usace.army.mil 
Secretary: Ms. Janet Skees, PE     (502) 254-2344 jskees@burnip.com 
Treasurer: Mr. John Allison, PE     (502) 315-6360 john.f.allison@lrl02.usace.army.mil 
Director at Large: Mr. Ken Besser, PE, FSAME    (502) 315-6443 kenneth.j.besser@lrl02.usace.army.mil 
Director at Large: Mr. Dave Servis, PE, FSAME    (502) 584-5555 dave.servis@tetratech.com 
Director at Large: Mr. Bruce Murray, PE, PG    (502) 315-6220 bruce.c.murray@lrl02.usace.army.mil 
Director at Large: Mr. Frank Terak     (412) 269-6077 fterak@mbakercorp.com 
Past President: Mr. Stephen Bickel, PE, PLS    (502) 212-5000 sbickel@fmsm.com 
 
Program Co-Chair: Mr. Jimmy Stahl, PE    (502) 569-2301 james_stahl@urscorp.com 
Program Co-Chair: Mr. Gerard Edelen, PE/    (502) 315-6310 gerard.j.edelen@lrl02.usace.army.mil 
                               Ms. Diane McCartin     (502) 315-6310 diane.e.mccartin@lrl02.usace.army.mil 
Education & Training Co-Chair: Mr. Steve Skaggs, PE   (502) 315-6368 steven.l.skaggs@lrl02.usace.army.mil 
Education & Training Co-Chair: Mr. Robert Campbell, PE   (502) 992-2980 rcampbell@qk4.com 
Fort Knox Co-Chair: COL Jeff Ogden     (502) 315-6103 jeffrey.s.ogden@LRL02.usace.army.mil 
Fort Knox Co-Chair: Rick Fagan     (      )                 rjfagan@howardwpenceinc.com 
Readiness Chair: Mr. Frank Terak     (412) 269-6077 fterak@mbakercorp.com 
National Security Co-Chair: Mr. Pete Johnson, PE   (859) 223-3999 pjohnson@grwinc.com 
National Security Co-Chair:  
Scholarship Co-Chair: Ms. Veronica Rife, PE    (502) 315-6785 veronica.l.rife@lrl02.usace.army.mil 
Scholarship Co-Chair: Ms. Erin Hall     (502) 261-9775 ehall@messer.com 
Young Member Affairs Co-Chair: Ms. Rosemary Gilbertson, PE  (502) 315-6503 rosemary.gilbertson@lrl02.usace.army.mil 
Young Member Affairs Co-Chair: Mr. Ryan Tinsley, EIT   (502) 583-7020 ryan.tinsley@strand.com 
U of L Student Chapter President: Mr. Randy Strunk, EIT    (502) 418-6565 randy.strunk@gmail.com 
U of L Chapter Advisor: Dr. Joe Hagerty, PE    (502) 852-4565 hagerty@louisville.edu 
U of L Student Chapter Liaison: Mr. Don Basham, PE   (502) 243-4010 dlbasham@bellsouth.net 
Membership Co-Chair: Ms. Kim Johnson    (309) 264-7200 kjohnson@trace-labs.com 
Membership Co-Chair: Ms. Kristen Crumpton, EIT   (502) 584-5555 kristen.crumpton@tetratech.com 
Small Business Co-Chair: Mr. Steve Skaggs, PE    (502) 315-6368 steven.l.skaggs@lrl02.usace.army.mil 
Small Business Co-Chair: Ms. Linda Hunt-Smith    (502) 315-6111 linda.j.hunt-smith@lrl02.usace.army.mil 
Small Business Co-Chair: Ms. Anne Black    (317) 351-4255 adetjenblack@qepi.com 
Newsletter Co-Chair: Mr. John Storm, PE    (502) 212-5000 jstorm@fmsm.com 
Newsletter Co-Chair: Ms. Tammy Dean    (859) 252-9980 tammy.dean@mhgrp.com 
Website Co-Chair: Mr. Troy Mays     (859) 252-9980 troy.mays@mhgrp.com 
Website Co-Chair: Mr. Wil Ailstock, PE    (502) 315-6441 will.ailstock@lrl02.usace.army.mil 
Education & Mentoring Mgt. Fund Chairperson: Mr. Tony Marconi, PE (502) 569-2301 tony_marconi@urscorp.com 
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NEWS OF INTEREST . . . 
 

SMART RIVERS 2007, 16 – 19 SEPTEMBER 2007 
 

Join us in Louisville, Kentucky, for this three-day technical specialty 
conference and technical tours. 

Smart Rivers 21 is an international coalition intent on realizing “Strategic 
Maritime Asset Research and Transformation for 21st Century River Systems,” 
which was started in 2004 by a cooperation agreement between US and 
European partners. The objective of the 2007 conference is to share knowledge 
and experience, and to work for a better and more efficient integration of inland 
waterways (rivers and channels) into an integrated intermodal transport system. 

Questions? Contact Kelly Barnes at kelly.j.barnes@usace.army.mil or 
703-428-9090. For additional information, see flyer and agenda included in your 
newsletter or visit http://www.pianc.iwr.usace.army.mil/smart_rivers2007.htm. 



* Regular Post meetings are scheduled for the third 
Tuesday of the month unless otherwise noted. 

P.O. Box 59 (ATTN:OP-E) 
Louisville, KY 40201-0059 

S O C I E T Y  O F  A M E R I C A N  
M I L I T A R Y  E N G I N E E R S ,  
K E N T U C K I A N A  P O S T  

D E D I C A T E D TO T H E 
NA T I O NA L D E F E N S E 

2007 KENTUCKIANA POST SCHEDULE: 
 

Regular Post Membership* 
 

19 June  High-Density Survey (HDS) Scanning Technology, 
   Todd Henwood, PE, Burgess & Niple, Inc. 

   Mazzoli Federal Bldg., Louisville, KY 
 

17 July  McAlpine Lock Presentation and Site Visit, 
   David Klinstiver, PE, USACE 
   (Site visit will be limited to 30 people, Sign up details 
   following the June Meeting) 

   Mazzoli Federal Bldg., Louisville, KY 
 

18 September  SAME Golf Outing       To Be Determined 
 

Post Board Meetings 
 
19 June  10:00 a.m. prior to the scheduled Membership Meeting. 

Mazzoli Federal Bldg., Louisville, KY 
 

Conferences 
 
25 - 29 June  U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Infrastructure Systems 
   Conference, http://www.usaceiscconf.org 

Detroit, MI 
 

15 - 18 July  2007 Water Professionals Conference 
   http://www.kytnawwa.org/annual_conference.htm 

Louisville, KY 
 

16 - 19 September Smart Rivers 2007 
   http://www.pianc.us 

Louisville, KY 
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”We Build…We Fight.” 
  

“Since 1942, the U.S. Navy Seabees have built facilities in every major U.S. wartime effort.  The gritty determination of 
these proud service members who perform work in areas that are inaccessible by other construction professionals is 

reflected in their motto: ‘Can-Do.’” 
– Rear Admiral Robert L. Phillips, Commander, First Naval Construction Division/Naval Construction Forces Command 

 
• Seabees provide military contingency construction support to naval and joint forces in major combat, GWOT, Theater 

Security Cooperation, Humanitarian Assistance and Phase 0 shaping and stability operations. 
 

• Rapidly deployable, highly versatile, and self-sustaining, Seabees are a proven force-multiplier for the Navy/Marine Corps 
team and are able to task-tailor teams to ensure mission success.   

 

• Multiple Seabee battalions are deployed throughout Iraq and Afghanistan in support of counter-insurgency efforts.  
o With more than 1,700 personnel currently deployed in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom, Navy Seabees comprise the 

largest single group of Navy personnel currently on the ground in Iraq and Kuwait.  
o Recent projects in Iraq include construction of base camps and combat outposts, road, bridge and runway repairs, an 

18,000-square foot medical facility, building renovations and hardened dining facilities. 
o Seabees completed airstrip improvements in Afghanistan and constructed facilities for the Army’s 10th Mountain Division. 
   

• As goodwill ambassadors for the Navy, Seabees are involved in numerous humanitarian efforts that help reduce the influence 
of terrorism in underdeveloped parts of the world.  They also provide disaster response and recovery support worldwide. 
o Seabees recently helped flood victims in Ethiopia, and built schools and medical clinics in Peru and Djibouti.  
o A group of 14 Seabees aboard USNS Mercy repaired medical facilities and infrastructure during the ship’s 72-day voyage 

to Southeast Asia.  Similar efforts will take place later this year aboard USS Peleliu and USNS Comfort.  
o Seabees are also providing fresh drinking water to underdeveloped parts of the world.  They recently drilled water wells in 

Pohnpei, Djibouti, Kenya and Peru, and are currently drilling water wells in Guatemala.   
o Seabees cleared roads and removed debris in Pakistan following the massive earthquake that occurred in October 2005.  
o When Hurricane Katrina struck the Gulf Coast in August 2005, more than 3,000 Seabees provided support to local 

communities and federal installations.  They made temporary repairs to more than 100 schools, removed 20,000 tons of 
debris, cleared 750 miles of roads, repaired water and sewer utility systems, delivered more than 100,000 gallons of fuel 
and water, and built tent cities to house people who lost their homes. 

 

For more information, please visit the Seabees website at http://www.seabee.navy.mil 

At a glance… 
 

Officially established on March 5, 1942, the U.S. Navy Seabees are celebrating their 65th anniversary.   
 

• A key component of the Navy Expeditionary Combat Command, First Naval Construction Division (1NCD) oversees about 
16,000 active and Reserve Seabees and exercises operational and administrative control of eight active and 12 Reserve Naval 
Mobile Construction Battalions (NMCBs), through two active and four Reserve Naval Construction Regiments and two 
Seabee Readiness Groups. 

 

• Other Seabees not assigned to 1NCD include those at two Amphibious Construction Battalions, various Public Works 
Departments, Department of State, and other specialized units.  Within the U.S. Department of State, some 90 Seabees along 
with 183 of their dependents are assigned to 43 countries protecting people, property, and information. 

 

• Recognizing the need for an expanded force structure to meet mission requirements, the Navy recently approved the 
establishment of a new active duty Seabee battalion and regiment.  Naval Mobile Construction Battalion (NMCB) 11 and the 
25th Naval Construction Regiment (NCR) will be commissioned later this year in Gulfport, Miss. 

 

The Seabees are the Navy’s deployable engineer force and have established a legendary reputation for getting the 
job done despite all obstacles.  

 
 

http://www.chinfo.navy.mil/
http://www.navy.mil/



